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17150 Yonge Street
17150 Yonge Street is a York Region facility
located at the corner of Yonge and Eagle Street
in Newmarket. It offers the following important
Regional services to residents:
• Access York Contact Centre
• Children’s Services
• Housing Services
• Ontario Works
• Provincial Offences Act Courts
• Public Health Clinics
• Social Services
• York Small Business Enterprise Centre

Sustainable Sites
Transportation
Located along a major transit corridor, staff and
visitors have a variety of options to get to 17150
Yonge Street. The main entrance to the building is
just steps away from the Yonge Street Rapidway
(a bus rapid transit corridor in York Region that
opened in January 2020), as well as stops for
other York Region Transit (YRT) and GO Transit bus
routes. The Newmarket GO Bus Terminal, a hub for
YRT and GO buses, is also within walking distance.
If you carpool to the building, designated carpool
parking spaces are located close to the main
entrance. For those arriving in electric cars, charging
stations will be installed in 2020 once building
construction is complete.
For those pursuing a more active form of commuting,
the building features 60 bicycle racks as well as
showers and change rooms on the P1 Parking level.

Heat Island Effect
Cities, towns and other built-up areas tend to be
much warmer than rural areas. This is called the
urban heat island effect. There are two key features
at 17150 Yonge Street that help reduce the heat
island effect.
First, more than half of the parking spaces at this
building are underground. This reduces the amount
of above-ground asphalt parking and reduces heat
absorption onsite.
Second, the building has a green roof designed to
minimize heat loss in the winter and heat gain in
the summer. With vegetation covering 25% of the
available roof space, the plants also provide a home
for wildlife such as butterflies, bees and birds.

On the Ground
Significant consideration was given to the design
of the site to ensure the building has a neutral
or positive impact on storm water management.
Building features such as bioswales, permeable
paving, in-ground retention and water absorbing
vegetation allow for optimal storm water
management.
The building’s landscape design uses a mixture of
native and drought-tolerant plants which do not
require an irrigation system. These species can
survive with minimum maintenance or watering.
The building also boasts exterior light fixtures that
minimize glare and help reduce negative impacts
on nocturnal wildlife.

Water Efficiency
The building has incorporated water saving
plumbing fixtures to reduce the burden on the
municipal water supply and wastewater system.
This results in savings of over 2.5 Million litres of
water per year, equivalent to one Olympic-size
swimming pool.
Cooling towers used for air conditioning can consume
large amounts of water. To minimize this, the
building harvests rainwater for cooling tower use.
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Energy & Atmosphere
To reduce the building’s impact on the environment,
its mechanical equipment (air conditioning and
refrigeration systems) do not contain ozone
depleting refrigerants.
To minimize electricity use, the building is equipped
with energy efficient lighting and controls. Sensors
ensure lights are only on when an area is occupied,
and daylight sensors dim the lights when natural
sunlight is present.
In traditional elevators, energy is lost to braking
as the elevator stops. Elevators in this building use
regenerative braking, similar to electric vehicles,
and the energy normally lost during braking is
transformed into electricity which is supplied back
to the building.
The natural gas used for heating generates the
majority of a building’s greenhouse gas emissions.
To significantly reduce these emissions, heat is
transferred from stale air leaving the building to the
fresh air being brought in, reducing the amount of
natural gas needed to heat it in the cold months.
Additional energy is saved by the use of highperformance windows that reduce the building’s
heat loss in winter and prevent heat gain in summer.
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Materials & Resources
It was important to York Region to divert as much
construction waste from the landfill as possible.
During the construction phase, the contractor
worked to limit off-cuts and excess materials,
used reusable blankets and strapping in place of
cardboard and foam and reused excess materials
such as insulation for other projects rather than
sending it to be reprocessed or recycled. As a
result, the project was able to divert over 89% of
construction waste.
The use of recycled materials was a key goal for the
project as well. 21% of the construction materials
used included recycled content.
York Region also ensured that locally-sourced
materials were used in the building. 41% of the
materials were sourced from within 800 kilometres
of the building. This cut down on the need for
transporting materials for long distances, and
resulted in reduced greenhouse gas emissions.
The Region is strongly committed to reducing
waste throughout the building’s life. This includes
the collection of organics and recycling within the
building, and reduction of waste hauled to landfills.

Indoor Environmental Quality
Designated outdoor smoking areas ensure that
tobacco smoke does not enter the building.
To help ensure optimal indoor air quality,
adhesives, paints, coating, composite wood and
flooring with extremely low off-gassing were used.
High efficiency air filters and a six-storey indoor
living bio filter wall bring the outdoors in and
circulate air to improve indoor air quality.

