
SUSTAINABILITY SPECIFICATIONS

1.0 Overview
The sustainability objectives pursued by TN Square Inc. for the True North Square Development is premised on 
achieving LEED Gold. The project will be registered with the Canada Green Building Council under LEED 2009 
Core & Shell Rating System. The following outlines the LEED strategies being pursued:

2.0 Sustainable Sites

2.1 By virtue of its location next to the Graham Mall Bus Mall, True North Square is well served by public transit. 
Bicycle storage facilities are designed to accommodate bike stalls for office employees to further minimize the 
reliance on personal vehicles. Provisions for electric vehicle recharging and car sharing will also be provided to  
promote sustainable transportation initiatives.

2.2 To reduce impacts on the surrounding area, a Construction Activity Pollution Prevention Plan will be in place 
to reduce the erosion and sedimentation impacts from construction activities. Stormwater from the site must be 
filtered on site to reduce sedimentation before being discharged into city systems.

2.3 To address and minimize heat island effects within the urban setting, parking on site is located underground. 
As well, the selection of both high albedo and green/vegetated roofs reduces solar heat gain and minimizes 
temperature increases due to radiation of hard surfaces. Green roofs can also help to increase urban biodiversity 
and air quality.

3.0 Water Efficiency

3.1 Water reduction strategies include efficient irrigation measures, selection of low-maintenance plants as well as 
high-efficiency, low flow fixtures such as dual flush toilets, low flow lavatories, showers, and kitchen sinks.

4.0 Energy and Atmosphere

4.1 Numerous strategies are integrated into the overall design to achieve a high-performance, energy efficient 
building that significantly reduces building energy use. Strategies include energy sharing between uses, 
optimized building orientation and envelope, enhanced refrigerant management and enhanced commission to 
ensure buildings operate as designed. A measurement and verification plan meters ongoing energy and water 
consumption for various locations and uses to inform building operators how energy is being used, and also 
includes a performance check after one year (post occupancy).

5.0 Materials and Resources

5.1 Building centralized recycling spaces are part of a site-wide, recycling program. Construction practices will 
divert over 75% of construction waste from landfills into recycling facilities. Materials are sourced and specified to 
achieve over 15% recycled content as well as over 20% harvested and manufactured regionally.

6.0 Indoor Environmental Quality

6.1 Increased ventilation rates and the specification of low VOC emitting materials ensure a healthful indoor air 
quality. A construction IAQ management plan ensures that the design goals for IAQ are not diminished due to on 
site construction activity.

6.2 Occupant thermal comfort is met through the mechanical system design as well as the controllability of 
systems for partial use control. Daylighting and access to views are optimized to provide natural light and promote 
a connection between the indoor and outdoor environment. 

7.0 Innovation in Design

7.1 Sustainable strategies beyond the typical scope of LEED credits include reduction of the heat island effect 
with 100% of all additional parking designed underground, increased access to public transportation and the 
provision of coop cars in addition to provisions for electrical vehicle charging stations.

7.2 A green house keeping plan enables environmentally sensitive maintenance practices to be carried on 
throughout the life of the and the reduction of mercury in lighting fixtures through careful selection of fixtures 
reduces harmful toxins introduced into the environment.


